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Czech funding schemes for postdocs
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Next Call in February 2025
Aim

̶ Standard projects for support of basic research
̶ Advanced scientific projects with the potential to 

achieve international significance results

Priority areas
̶ All scientific fields

Eligibility
̶ Applicants at any stage of career, without any 

age limitation

Call ID Standard projects
Applicants research organizations, other 

specified by Call
Expected 
results*

Jimp, Jsc, Jost, Monograph, chapter in 
monograph, article in proceedings 

Duration 2-3 years

Funding Not specified

Funding rate 100 %

Call allocation TBA

Source: www.gacr.cz

*Definition of types of results

Provider: GA ČR
Standard projects

Technical Sciences
Physical Sciences
Medical and Biological Sciences
Social Sciences and Humanities
Agricultural and Biological-Environmental Sciences
Average

B
ud

ge
t /

 y
ea

r i
n 

th
s.

 C
ZK

Grants Week 2024

https://gacr.cz/aktualni-vyzvy/
https://www.vyzkum.cz/FrontClanek.aspx?idsekce=799796&ad=1&attid=915674
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Provider: GA ČR
Standard projects - statistics
̶ 2-3 PhD students and 1-2 
postdocs are involved in an 
average of one funded project

̶ 29% of the project costs are for 
the salaries of students and 
postdocs

̶ 59 standard projects have been 
awarded to postdoctoral 
researchers for 2024 (total 332 
STD grants awarded in 2024)

Almost 18% 
of awarded 
projects for 
postdocs

Source: REGON 03/2024
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Standard grants 2024 – success rate

Average success rate in %

Since PhD defence date (years)

Grants Week 2024

https://www.czarma.cz/regon
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Provider: GA ČR
Next Call in February 2025Aim

̶ To motivate outstanding scientists with long-term 
international experience in their early careers to 
undertake their own, high-quality scientific project at an 
institution in the Czech republic

Priority areas
̶ All scientific fields

Eligibility
̶ Limited up to 4 years after Ph.D
̶ Applicant may not be employed by the organization or 

any other scientific institution in Czechia from the date 
of announcement till the Call deadline

̶ Min. 2 of the last 3 years as a doctoral student abroad 
or employment with scientific institution abroad

Call ID PIF Incoming
Applicants research organizations, other 

specified by Call
Expected 
results*

Jimp, Jsc, Jost, Monograph, chapter in 
monograph, article in proceedings

Duration 3 years

Funding Not specified

Funding rate 100 %

Call allocation TBA

Source: www.gacr.cz

*Definition of types of results

POSTDOC INDIVIDUAL FELLOWSHIP (PIF) -
Incoming

Ph.D. title  and 
experience abroad may 
be completed to 30th 

September, that means 
6 months after Call 

deadline 

Grants Week 2024

https://gacr.cz/zakladni-informace/
https://www.vyzkum.cz/FrontClanek.aspx?idsekce=799796&ad=1&attid=915674
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Provider: GA ČR
Next Call in February 2025Aim

̶ Is to make it possible for Czech scientists in their early 
careers to pursue their own scientific aim involving a 
long-term fellowship abroad, followed by the 
completion of the project at a Czech institution

Priority areas
̶ All scientific fields

Eligibility
̶ Limited up to 4 years after Ph.D (cut off date 30th 

September)
̶ Scientific fellowship abroad 730 days; then min. 365 

days at the institution of beneficiary

Call ID PIF (Outgoing)
Applicants research organizations, other 

specified by Call
Expected 
results*

Jimp, Jsc, Jost, Monograph, chapter in 
monograph, article in proceedings, 

Duration 3 years

Funding Not specified

Funding rate 100 %

Call allocation TBA

Source: www.gacr.cz

*Definition of types of results

Ph.D. title may be 
completed to 30th 

September, that means 
6 months after Call 

deadline 

POSTDOC INDIVIDUAL FELLOWSHIP (PIF) -
Outgoing
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https://gacr.cz/zakladni-informace/
https://www.vyzkum.cz/FrontClanek.aspx?idsekce=799796&ad=1&attid=915674
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PIF In/Out – statistics

̶ Average costs CZK 1,6 mil. / year

POSTDOC INDIVIDUAL FELLOWSHIPS (Incoming, 
Outgoing)​

In
2022

Out​
2022

In
2023

Out
2023

In
2024

Out
2024

Number of proposals – GA ČR 54 53 34 47 25 55
Number of granted projects – GA ČR 8 19 7 17 8 17
Success rate in % – CZ in total 14.8 35.9 20.6 36.2 32 30.9

Source: www.gacr.cz

How scientifically sound is the content of the project proposal 
(originality, quality and professional standard of the grant project 
proposal)?
What is its potential contribution to the discipline?
How big a step forward will it be for world science if the project is a 
success?

Questions
 to focus on:

How likely is the Applicant able to 
achieve the proposed objectives?
Is it reasonable to assume that the 
project will be completed?

Provider: GA ČR



Who decides (STD and PIF)

I thinkI think
I think

1st stage
2 panel members

2nd stage
2 external reviewers

(for projects which are placed
 in the better half of their rating)

38 evaluation panels grouped into 5 Discipline Committees
(8-15 scientists / evaluation panel):

I think

Source: www.gacr.cz

Technical Sciences 
P101 Mathematics
P102 Electrical and electronic engineering
P103 Computer and information 
engineering
P105 Civil engineering
P106 Chemical engineering
P107 Inorganic materials science and 
engineering
P108 Organic materials and biomaterials 
science and engineering
P109 Advanced materials science and 
engineering 

Physical Sciences 
P202 Mathematics and Computer Science
P203 Nuclear and Particle Physics, Astronomy 
and Astrophysics
P204 Condensed Matter and Material Physics, 
Plasma Physics and Low Temperature Physics
P205 Biophysics, Macromolecular Physics and 
Optics
P206 Analytical and Physical Chemistry
P207 Chemical and Biochemical Transformations
P209 Atmospheric Sciences, Hydrology, Physical 
Geography and Geophysics
P210 Geochemistry, geology and mineralogy, 
hydrogeology

Medical and Biological Sciences
P301 Biochemistry, Molecular and 
Structural Biology, Genetics, Genomics and 
Bioinformatics
P302 Microbiology, Parasitology, 
Immunology and Biotechnology
P303 Cell, Developmental and Evolutionary 
Biology, Regeneration and Reproductiony
P304 Tumor Biology, Experimental 
Oncology
P305 Neurosciences
P306 Medical Sciences - Physiology and 
Biophysics, Pathology and Pathophysiology, 
Diagnostics and Therapy, Pharmacology 
and Toxicology 

Social Sciences and Humanities
P401 Philosophy, Theology, Religious Studies 
P402 Economic Sciences, Macroeconomics, 
Microeconomics, Econometrics except Financial 
Econometrics, Quantitative Methods in Economics 
except Operational Research
P403 Business and Management Science, Finance, 
Financial Econometrics and Operational Research
P404 Sociology, Demography, Social Geography, 
Media Studies and Social Work 
P405 Archeology and Pre-Modern History until 1780
P406 Linguistics and Literature
P407 Psychology, Pedagogy, Kinanthropology
P408 Juridical Science and Political Science 
P409 Art Sciences 
P410 Modern History (since 1780) and Ethnology

Agriculture and Biological-Environmental 
Sciences
P501 Plant Physiology and Genetics, Plant Medicine
P502 Animal Physiology and Genetics, Veterinary 
Medicine
P503 Food science, Ecotoxicology and Environmental 
Chemistry
P504 Landscape Management, Forestry and Soil 
Biology, Ecosystem Ecology
P505 Animal and Plant Ecology
P506 Botany and Zoology

9 Grants Week 2024

https://gacr.cz/en/discipline-committees/
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Next Call in February 2025

Aim
̶ Aims at excellent scientists at the beginning of their 

career to establish an independent group

Priority areas
̶ All scientific fields

Eligibility
̶ Limited up to 8 years after Ph.D
̶ Applicant must already have substantial international 

experience
̶ Min. workload 0.5 FTE

Call ID JUNIOR STAR
Applicants research organizations, other 

specified by Call
Expected 
results*

Jimp, Jsc, Jost, Monograph, chapter in 
monograph, article in proceedings 

Duration 5 years

Funding 25 mil. CZK/project

Funding rate 100 %

Call allocation TBA

Source: www.gacr.cz

*Definition of types of results

JUNIOR STAR
Provider: GA ČR

Ph.D. title may be 
completed to 30th 
September, that 
means 6 months 

after Call deadline 

https://gacr.cz/aktualni-vyzvy/
https://www.vyzkum.cz/FrontClanek.aspx?idsekce=799796&ad=1&attid=915674
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Provider: GA ČR
JUNIOR STAR - statistics

JUNIOR STAR​ 2021 2022​ 2023 2024
Number of proposals – GA ČR 133 123 227 175
Number of granted projects – GA ČR 22 16 23​ 17
Success rate in % – CZ in total 16.5 13.0 10.1​ 9.7

Source: www.gacr.cz

̶ All evaluators are international scientists
How scientifically sound is the contents of the project proposal 
(originality, quality and professional standard of the grant project 
proposal)?
What is its potential contribution to the discipline?
How big a step forward will it be for world science if the project is 
a success?

How excellent is the applicant?
How likely is the Applicant able to 
achieve the proposed objectives?

Questions
 to focus on:



Who decides (JUNIOR STAR)

Overall, we think…
I thinkI thinkI think I think

1st stage
 4 Discipline Committee members:

2 experts
2 scientists from a less related field

2nd stage
2-3 external reviewers

(for projects which are placed
 in the better half of their rating)

12-20 panel members in each Discipline Committee:

I think

Source: www.gacr.cz

̶ EX1 Mathematics, Physics 1
̶ EX2 Physics 2
̶ EX3 Chemistry
̶ EX4 Human Biology and Medical 

Sciences

̶ EX5 Biological and Environmental 
Sciences

̶ EX6 Social Sciences
̶ EX7 Humanities
̶ EX8 Technical Sciences and Informatics

Grants Week 202412

https://gacr.cz/en/discipline-committees/
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Evaluation Criteria

Aims of the Project Proposal
- Definition of clear and specific aims, and how demanding, relevant, and 

feasible they are
- Proportionality of the scope of the problem to be examined relative to the 

funding and time required

Project Approach and Methodology
- Contribution to the relevant scientific field
- The pathway to the achievement of the aims and results as set out by the 

Applicant (i.e. the concept, preparation and appropriateness of the 
proposed methodology, including the project timeline)

- Adequacy of resources (particularly in terms of the amount of time and the 
contribution of the individual team members in the expected outputs), 
qualifications represented in the team, and the definition of the roles of its 
members

Project Outputs
It is the quality, not the quantity, of the expected results that is assessed, in 
the context of the expectation of excellence in the relevant field.

International Cooperation
- The expected involvement of institutions from other countries in the 

project, use of each other's equipment and resources of the cooperating 
institutions, and the use of complementary approaches and 
methodologies

- For PIF OUTGOING projects, the quality and readiness of the institution 
hosting the 730-day fellowship in the other country

The Results of Previous Projects
The evaluation may takes into account the results or evaluation of
completed or currently ongoing grant projects.

QUALITY OF THE PROJECT

- The contribution of the Applicant to the present knowledge in the field as 
well as beyond

- The quality of scientific publications and the Applicant‘s contribution to 
their development

- Other activities, such as educational and training activities, lectures by 
invitation, prestigious awards, major projects, memberships in peer-
review systems, etc.

THE APPLICANT

PROJECT COSTS

- Are the proposed costs and the workloads reasonable to the project 
proposal and the expected results?

- Are the individual proposed items well explained and justified?
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Alternative funding to JUNIOR STAR

̶ Seal of Excellence

̶ Scientists ranked among the top 20% 

of applicants who did not received 

funding from GA ČR

̶ 2 mil. CZK/year for 2 years



Zuzana Kadlecová
Faculty of Medicine

JUNIOR STAR grants at MU
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2021 2022 2023 2024 2025

Ondřej Srba
Faculty of Arts

Grants Week 2024

Marek Šebesta
CEITEC MU

Filip Hrbáček
Faculty of Science

David Sehnal
Faculty of Science

Michal Zajaček
Faculty of Science

Klára Marečková
CEITEC MU

Martin Lang
Faculty of Arts

David Bednář
Faculty of Science

Oksana Stupak
Faculty of Education

Lenka Sentenská
Faculty of Science

Pia Yasmine Jurček
Faculty of Science

GAMU MUNI Junior Star

Title: „Structural 
characterisation of the 
interplay between 
transcription and DNA 
repair“

Title: „Kinases in 
endocytic membrane 
trafficking machinery: 
Key targets for 
therapeutic drug 
development“

Title: „Dynamics of the 
periglacial environment 
in the Antarctic 
Peninsula region under 
ongoing climate change“

Title: „Cell*: a web 
platform for 
visualization, modelling 
and dynamics of 
organnel- and cell-
sized structures“

Title: „Changing Adaptive 
Strategies of Mobile 
Pastoralists in Mongolia: 
Dynamics in Community 
Histories and Movement 
Patterns Documented 
Through Oral Sources“

Title: „Prenatal 
Programming of Child‘s 
Brain and Behavior: 
Novel Insights into 
Mechanisms of the 
Intergenerational 
Transmission“

Title: „Stars in galactic 
nuclei: interrelation with 
massive black holes“

Title: „Computing 
Religious Devotion: How 
Reinforcing 
Supernatural Beliefs 
Affects Normative 
Models in the Mind“

Title: „Engineering next-
generation thrombolytics 
for the treatment of 
stroke“

Title: „On the road to 
inclusion of Ukrainian 
refugees in the 
environment of Czech 
Lower-Secondary 
schools“

Title: „Evolution of 
mating strategies in 
widow spiders (genus 
Latrodectus“

Title: „Polycondensation 
Reactions in 
Photoswitchable 
Metallosupramolecular 
Cages“
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Next Call in February 2025
Aim

̶ To ensure an internationally comparable level of 
medical research and the use of its results to 
improve the health of the Czech population and to 
secure the current needs of the health service in 
the Czech Republic

Priority areas
̶ Incidence and development of diseases
̶ New diagnostic and therapeutic methods
̶ Epidemiology and prevention of the most serious 

diseases

Subprogrammes
̶ I. Further development of the existing platform of 

applied medical research in the Czech Republic
̶ II. Support of young researchers
̶ III. European Partnerships

Call ID AZV
Applicants research organizations, companies
Expected 
results*

main results - Jimp, utility model, 
prototype, functioning sample, 
methodologies, patent, software, 
pilot plant, verified technology
secondary results – Jimp (Review, 
Letter), Jsc, book, chapter in book

Duration 48 months
Funding not limited (subp. I),

max. 7 mil. CZK/project (subp. II)
Funding rate up to 100 %
Call allocation TBA

Source: www.azvcr.cz

*Definition of types of results

AZV (2024-2030)
Provider: Ministry of Health

Grants Week 2024

http://www.azvcr.cz/
https://www.vyzkum.cz/FrontClanek.aspx?idsekce=799796&ad=1&attid=915674
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AZV – statistics

̶ 10 evaluation panels (7-20 scientists / evaluation panel)

AZV – Young Scientists​ 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024

Number of proposals – AZV 35 56 60 51 78
Number of granted projects – AZV 10 17 12 12 15
Success rate in % – CZ in total 28.6 30.4 20.0 23.5 19.2

Source: www.azvcr.cz

Quality 
of the 

proposal

Quality 
of the 

Applicant

40 % 60 %Overall contribution to the field, taking into 
account previous results, the extent of 
applicant´s active research activities over 
the last 5 years, International cooperation, 
expertise of the research team, 
involvement of young researchers…

Project focus; Originality; State of the art; 
Expected benefits; Hypothesis and aims; 
Experimental design; Methodology, Pilot 
data, Quality of technical language 
(wording, number of typos); timeline and 
feasibility; Risk Analysis…

http://www.azvcr.cz/
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Provider: Ministry of Health (European Partnerships)
ERDERA

1st Call in December 2024

Aimed at
̶ Rare diseases

Priority areas of the 1st Call
̶ Development of pre-clinical therapies using cell, 

organoid, or animal models
̶ Biomarker identification that correlates with 

therapeutic efficacy
̶ Biomarker identification that correlates with 

therapeutic efficacy

Countries involved
̶ Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Canada, Cyprus, Denmark, 

Estonia, France, Germany, Hungary, Iceland, Israel, 
Italy, Latvia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Netherlands, 
Norway, Poland, Portugal, Slovakia, Spain, Sweden, 
Switzerland, Turkey

Call ID ERDERA
Deadline 13. 02. 2025 (pre-proposal)
Applicants research organizations, 

companies
Expected results* TBA
Duration 24 or 36 months
Funding TBA
Funding rate TBA
Call allocation EUR 500 ths. (for Czech part)

Source: www.erdera.org

*Definition of types of results

One of these 4-6 partners 
MUST be an Early Career 

Researcher
 (PhD no more than 7 years 

prior to the application 
deadline).Grants Week 2024

https://erdera.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/Pre-announcement-JTC-2025_final-1.pdf
https://www.vyzkum.cz/FrontClanek.aspx?idsekce=799796&ad=1&attid=915674
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Provider: Technology Agency of the Czech Republic

SIGMA DC2
Next Call in spring 2026

Aim
̶ to increase the involvement of early-stage 

researchers and to provide equal opportunities 
for men and women in the competition of 
applied research

̶ practical application of results
Priority areas (previous Call)

̶ Telemedicine
̶ AI and sustainable mobility
̶ Production technologies and materials
̶ Community energy and its management 

systems, small-scale energy storage scale

Call ID SIGMA DC2 (Previous Call)
Applicants companies, research organizations
Expected 
main results

prototype, functioning sample, pilot 
plant, verified technology, software, 
industrial and utility design, results 
reflected in directives and non-
legislative regulations, specialized 
map, conservation procedure, 
methodologies

Duration 12-24 months
Funding CZK 5mil./project
Funding rate 85 %
Call allocation CZK 230 mil.

Source: www.tacr.cz

*Definition of types of results
*Specification of TA ČR requirements for results

https://www.tacr.cz/program/program-sigma/
https://www.vyzkum.cz/FrontClanek.aspx?idsekce=799796&ad=1&attid=915674
https://drive.google.com/file/d/18-JrLgKaJpOOUvVdwakzG0-w8p4vwQbl/view?usp=sharing
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SIGMA DC2
Eligibility

̶ Key persons of the research team - at least 3 early career researchers (up to 35 years old or 
students or max 5 years after finishing the highest university degree)

̶ Max 1 mentor per applicant (not directly involved in project implementation, only leading, 
motivating and sharing of professional experience)

̶ Gender balanced team – not necessary, but it needs to be explained

Statistics

Source: www.tacr.cz

TA ČR – Early-stage Researchers​ 2017* 2018* 2019* 2023 2024

Number of proposals 249 237 386 562 240
Number of granted projects 47 121 63 57 64
Success rate in % - CZ in total 18.9 51.1 16.3 10.1 26.7

* till 2019 called „ZÉTA“

http://www.tacr.cz/
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Evaluation criteria
Binary

̶ R&D&I project (novelty, research uncertainty, creativity, systematicity, reproducibility)

Scored (0; 6; 12; 18 points)
1. Project proposal objectives, alignment with the research topic, and alignment with NPOV.
2. Time feasibility, schedule, and appropriateness of the methods used.
3. Knowledge of the current state of research, originality, and benefits of the proposed solution.
4. Relevance, applicability, potential undesirable social impacts of the outcomes/results, and 

gender dimension in the research content.
5. Organizational and technical management of the project, risk identification.
6. Research team (composition and expertise).
7. Financial plan, adequacy of planned costs of the project proposal, and incentive effect of the

support.

Source: www.tacr.cz

http://www.tacr.cz/
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Provider: Ministry of Education, Youth and Sports Next Call expected in February 2025
ERC CZ
Aim:

̶ support "frontier research" projects
Eligibility

̶ Researchers who submitted ERC and the
proposal has been classified in the 2nd round 
in category A or B, but did not receive financial 
support from the ERC

̶ Submitted ERC to the Calls with results after
DD MM YYYY (one year before ERC CZ Call 
opening)

̶ Beneficiary is research organization
(University) or companies

Call ID ERC CZ
Applicants research organizations, 

companies
Expected 
results

Jimp, Jsc, Jost, Monograph, 
chapter in monograph, article 
in proceedings 

Duration 2 – 5 years*
Funding According to ERC proposal
Funding rate 100 %
Call allocation TBA

*grade B = 2Y, grade A = 5Y

Source: www.msmt.gov.cz

http://www.msmt.gov.cz/


Grants Week 202423

Internal funding opportunities at MU
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Internal grant agency supports:
Grant Agency of Masaryk University

̶ Excellent researchers (junior and senior) – MASH, MASH StG/CoG, MASH 
JUNIOR, MUNI JUNIOR STAR, DIOSCURI

̶ Integration of researchers after a career break – CAREER RESTART

̶ Preparation of international grants – HORIZONS

̶ Interdisciplinary cooperation – INTERDISCIPLINARY

̶ Award for outstanding research results – MUNI SCIENTIST (108
researchers or teams 2021-2023)

̶ Support for students: Excellent diploma Thesis

Source: gamu.muni.cz

https://gamu.muni.cz/
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Provider: GAMU Next SofE in November 2024
MUNI JUNIOR STAR
Aim:

̶ Support excellent young researchers to 
prepare an application for a prestigious 
individual grant (GA ČR JUNIOR STAR, ERC, 
or others)

Eligibility
̶ Junior scientist who submitted an application 

to the GA ČR JUNIOR STAR
̶ Ranked among the top 20 % of applicants but 

did not receive funding from the GA ČR

Call ID MUNI Junior Star
Applicants Junior scientist
Expected 
results

Submission of application for 
a prestigious individual grant

Duration 2 years
Funding 4 mil. CZK
Funding rate 100 %

Source: https://gamu.muni.cz/en/pro-vedce/muni-junior-star

Eligible researchers and 
project support at the MU 

unit (faculty) will be
contacted directly by the
GAMU administrator. The

GA ČR Junior Star 
application will be used.

https://gamu.muni.cz/en/pro-vedce/muni-junior-star
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Provider: GAMU Call 2025 now open
MASH StG/CoG
Aim:

̶ create conditions for the early achievement of 
autonomy in research for exceptionally 
promising researchers f. e. shortly after Ph.D. 
or later in research career, accelerating the 
career progression of talented scientists

Eligibility
̶ external applicants provided that the 

applicant's employment relationship with MU 
has not exceeded 12 of the last 36 months

̶ who completed a Ph.D. degree or its 
equivalent no more than 10 years before the 
Call deadline

Call ID MASH StG/CoG*
Applicants external applicants, 

researchers
Expected 
results

submit an ERC grant 
application or implement 
ERC project

Duration 4 years
Funding 3 mil. CZK
Funding rate 100 %

Source: https://gamu.muni.cz/en/mash

*MUNI Award is Science and Humanities, StG – Starting Grant, 
CoG – Consolidatior Grant

https://gamu.muni.cz/en/mash
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Research grants & fellowships from
foreign providers
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2021-2027
Horizon Europe



MSCA postdoctoral fellowship
- Personal fellowship for the period of mobility
- Min. 1 year
- For PhD holders, ≤ 8 years after PhD
- Fully funded fellowships (salary, mobility 

allowance, family allowance, long-term 
leave and special needs allowances & 
research, training and networking costs & 
management and indirect costs) 

- Call deadline in September each year
- Success rate: cc. 14%
- Time for grant preparation: cc. 3 months

Grants Week 202429



Two types of MSCA postdoctoral fellowship

1-2 years

1-2 years

1 year

EUROPEAN

GLOBAL

MOBILITY RULE!
Cannot apply for a fellowship in a 
country where you have lived for 
˃ 12 months in the last 3 years 
before the Call deadline

Grants Week 202430

MOBILITY RULE!
Cannot apply for a fellowship in a 
country where you have lived for 
˃ 12 months in the last 3 years 
before the Call deadline

- Short-term secondment

- Non-academic placement



What in fact is MSCA postdoctoral fellowship?

research

Grants Week 202431



Aims of MSCA as whole
Equip researchers with the necessary skills and 
international experience for a successful career
Develop new knowledge – not only for fellow but 
also to ingrate it into entire HEU
Enhance skills of people behind research and 
innovation
Ensure research training is excellent and innovative

Ensure attractive career and knowledge- exchange 
opportunities
Build Europe´s capacity for research and innovation

Develop long-term career sustainability

Support diversity and equal opportunities

Contribute to the EU external policy objectives

What is MSCA postdoctoral fellowship?
Aims of MSCA postdoctoral fellowships
Enhance the creative and innovative potential – of the 
fellow, supervisor and HI
Fostering excellence in science

Support intersectoral, interdisciplinary and international 
mobility (3I approach)
Provide opportunities to acquire and transfer new 
knowledge
Bridge and encourage exposure to the non-academic 
sector – long-term career sustainability
Supporting the return and (re)integration of researchers 
from outside Europe and those who has a career break
Support researchers displaced by conflict

Increase in high impact R&I outputs and greater 
contribution to the knowledge-based economy andsociety 

Grants Week 202432
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MSCA PF grant application
Part A (online in FTOP)
̶ General information about project, early career researcher, supervisor, HI, 

budget, ethics

Part B1 (max. 10 pages)
̶ Scientific proposal itself

Part B2 (no page limit)
̶ CV of early career researcher, profile of HI, additional ethics and security

information, Letter of commitment from HI hosting outgoing phase, 
environmental considerations in light of the MSCA Green Charter



Part B1 structure

34

R&I OBJECTIVES 
Are they clearly defined, verifiable and 
measurable and of high quality? 
How far they go beyond the state of the art?
Are they ambitious but achievable? 

METHODOLOGY
Is methodology coherent and UpToDate?
Does it enable to deliver project´s objectives?
Does it integrate interdisciplinary approaches?
Does it consider gender dimension and other 
diversity aspects?
Does it apply principles of open science?  

TRAINING & SUPERVISION
What is the quality of the supervision, training 
and of the two-way transfer of knowledge 
between the researcher and the host?

PROFESSIONAL MATURITY
Are the researcher´s experiences and skills 
appropriate and sufficient for the project?

CAREER PERSPECTIVES
How will the project enhance the career 
perspectives and employability of the researcher
How will the project contribute to researcher´s 
skills development?

IMPACT OF PROJECT´S OUTCOMES
What are the measures to maximise expected 
outcomes and impacts?
How do plan to disseminate your research and 
exploit its outcomes?
How will you communicate the project´s aims, 
progress and results to various target groups? 

OVERALL PROJECT´S IMPACT
How will the project contribute to the expected 
scientific, societal and economic impacts?

WORKPLAN AND FEASIBILITY
What the overall structure of the workplan, incl. 
Deliverables and milestones?
Is the workplan efficiently organized into 
workpackages?
Is the timing of WPs and their components 
appropriate and indicated in the Gantt chart?
Does the proposal identifyy risks and considers 
mitigation plans?

CAPACITY OF THE HOST INSTITUTION
Are the quality and capacity of the HI sufficient to 
assure successful implementation of the project?
How are organized facilities, infrastructure, and 
logistics necessary for the project?
Which hosting arrangements, support services 
and mechanisms to secure smooth integration of 
the researcher in the team/HI are in place?

EXCELLENCE  IMPACT  IMPLEMENTATION  

Grants Week 2024
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Evaluation: scoring system

EXCELLENCE
50%

IMPACT
30%

IMPLEMENTATION
20%

- Reviewers score each evaluation 
criterion on a scale from 0 to 5 
(half point scores may be given)

- Each criterion has a different 
weight, which affects the final 
ranking
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Who are the evaluators of MSCA PF?
̶ Scientists working more as generalists, from the same research field but 

not necessarily familiar with your specific research topic, from academia or 
industry, also young postdocs (MSCA PF holders)

̶ Grouped in 8 scientific areas/panels

̶ Single evaluator gets 5-15 proposals to assess in 3-4 weeks
(depending on field). 

̶ > 3 evaluator as per single project



Evaluation system of MSCA 

Proposal

Evaluator EvaluatorEvaluator

Individual Evaluation
Report and Scores

Concensus Meeting

Concensus
Report and Scores

Ranking

Financing

Individual Evaluation
Report and Scores

Individual Evaluation
Report and Scores

individual
assessment

consensual
assessment
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Alternative funding to MSCA PF
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MSCA PF at MU
- Within the Horizon Europe and 

H2020, MU has received 23 
MSCA PF grants, which were 
implemented by young
researchers of 13 nationalities 
who arrived at MU from 11 
countries.

- MU has received 30 MSCA-CZ
grants (OP JAC)



Support to MSCA PF applicants

TRAINING 
- Grants Week - Kick-starting a research career with Horizon 

Europe - 20.11. 2024, UKB
- Seminars for Supervisors – February
- Workshops for MSCA applicants - March-May

REVISIONS
- for proposals prepared in tight collaborations with Supervisor and 

Faculty
Grants Week 202440
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Other funding for postdocs
̶ HFSP postdoctoral fellowship - long-term or cross-disciplinary

̶ EMBO postdoctoral fellowship – Life Sciences

̶ Visegrad scholarship - short-term stays

̶ Azieli international postdoctoral fellowship – in Israel

̶ DFG (German research Foundation) – Emmy Noether Programme, in Germany

̶ Humboldt Research fellowship – in Germany

̶ JSPS postdoctoral standard – in Japan

̶ Simons Foundation - maths, physical sciences

̶ Schmidt Science fellowship - maths, engineering, computing

̶ Newton International fellowship – in UK 

https://www.hfsp.org/funding/hfsp-funding/postdoctoral-fellowships
https://www.embo.org/funding/fellowships-grants-and-career-support/postdoctoral-fellowships/
https://www.visegradfund.org/apply/mobilities/visegrad-fellowships/
https://azrielifoundation.org/fellows/internationalpostdoctoral/#overview
https://www.research-in-germany.org/en/research-funding/funding-programmes/dfg-emmy-noether-programme.html
https://www.humboldt-foundation.de/en/apply/sponsorship-programmes/humboldt-research-fellowship
https://www.jsps.go.jp/english/e-fellow/
https://www.simonsfoundation.org/funding-opportunities/
https://schmidtsciencefellows.org/selection/who-can-apply/
https://royalsociety.org/grants/newton-international/


European Research Council Starting Grants
- Support to young researchers to establish new 

team and conduct frontier research that can 
lead to paradigm shifts, groundbreaking 
discoveries and scientific breakthroughs

- Up to 5 years
- > 2 and ≤ 7 years since PhD defence 
- 1,5 mil. EUR for 5 years (+ 1 mil. EUR) – 

personal costs, other goods and services, 
internal services, equipment and indirect costs 

- Call deadline: October 2025
- Time for grant preparation: min. 5-6 months
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Fundamental features of ERC grants

LONG-
TERM

FINANTIAL
STABILITY

GROUND-
BREAKING
RESEARCH 

UNCONVEN-
TIONAL

APPROACH

AMBITION

ALL 
RESEARCH 
FIELDS AND

CAREER
STAGES

FLEXIBILITY

SCIENTIFIC 
EXCELLECE
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ERC StG grant application
Part A (online in FTOP)
̶ General information about project, principle investigator, HI, budget, ethics

Part B1 
̶ Short scientific proposal – Extended Synopsis (max. 5 pages)
̶ CV and track record (max. 4 pages)

Part B2 (max. 14 pages)
̶ Full scientific proposal

Annexes
̶ HI Commitment Letter + PhD diploma



Evaluation Criterion: Scientific Excellence
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Evaluation – scoring system
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1st STAGE

2nd STAGE

Panel members 
assess 

the B1 Part only

Remote referees
assess full 

proposal & panel 
members interview 

the applicant
A

A

B or C

B

ERC-CZ



Physical Sciences & Engineering
PE1 Mathematics
PE2 Fundamental Constituents of Matter
PE3 Condensed Matter Physics
PE4 Physical and Analytical Chemical Sciences
PE5 Synthetic Chemistry and Materials
PE6 Computer Science and Informatics
PE7 Systems and Communication Engineering
PE8 Products and Processes Engineering
PE9 Universe Sciences
PE10 Earth System Science 
PE11 Materials Engineering

Social Sciences & Humanities
SH1 Individuals, Markets and Organisations
SH2 Institutions, Governance and Legal 
Systems
SH3 The Social World and Its Interactions
SH4 The Human Mind and Its Complexity
SH5 Texts and Concepts
SH6 The Study of the Human Past
SH7 Human Mobility, Environment, and Space
SH8 Studies of Cultures and Arts

Who decides

Source: FFG - ERC Advanced Grant Call 2023 Notes and Tips for Applicants 

Life Sciences
LS1 Molecules of Life: Biological Mechanisms, Structures 
and Functions 
LS2 Integrative Biology: From Genes and Genomes to 
Systems 
LS3 Cell Biology, Development, Stem Cells and 
Regeneration 
LS4 Physiology in Health, Disease and Ageing 
LS5 Neuroscience and Disorders of the Nervous System 
LS6 Immunity, Infection and Immunotherapy 
LS7 Prevention, Diagnosis and Treatment of Human 
Diseases 
LS8 Environmental Biology, Ecology and Evolution 
LS9 Biotechnology and Biosystems Engineering

Overall, we think…
I thinkI thinkI think I think

Generalists
10-16 panel members

1st and 2nd stage
20-40 B1 proposals per evaluator in 1st stage

Specialists
min. 4 remote referees

2nd stage
Usually 1 full proposal per evaluator
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Evaluation system in ERC StG

Proposal

Reporter Panel MemberPanel Member

Panel Meeting

Shortlist

External ExpertExternal Expert External Expert

Panel Meeting

Ranking

Financing

1st stage

2nd stage
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ERC grants at MU

49

2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023

Pavel Plevka
PICOSTRUCTURE

Richard Štefl
DECOR

Daniel Kráľ
LaDIST

David Kosař
JUDI-ARCH

Matthew Rampley
CRAACE

David Zbíral
DISSINET

Marek Mráz
LeukemiaEnviron

Robert Vácha
PeptideKillers

David Kosař
INFINITY

Pavel Plevka
BioPhage

Peter Fabian
MERLIN

Adam Williamson
FitSleep

Social Sciences
and Humanities Life Sciences Physical Sciences

and Engineering

Petr Těšina
NeuroQuality

Pavel Plevka
BioPhage

Gabriel Demo
CROSSBETT

Hana Macháčková
PAAC

Robert Vácha
PeptideKillers

Grants Week 2024
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ERC support at MU

INFORMATION SERVICE
- ERC on MUNI Portal – in CZ 

and ENG
- GO Newsletter at MUNI Portal

– in CZ

https://portal.muni.cz/vyzkum-a-projekty/projekty-a-granty/mezinarodni-schemata/horizont-evropa/erc
https://portal.muni.cz/vyzkum/podpora-vyzkumu/aktuality/granty


Support to ERC applicants
TRAINING 
- Grants Week - Kick-starting a research career with Horizon Europe - 20.11. 

2024, UKB
- ERC Grant Applications: Strategies, Pitfalls, and Best Practices for 

Researchers and Project Managers - 5. 2. 2025, UKB 

INDIVIDUAL SUPPORT
- Assistance with preparation of B1, B2 and A parts of the proposal (ethics,…)
- Selection of evaluation panel
- Contact with ERC experts (ERC holders, evaluators etc.)
- Organisation of mock interviews

51 Grants Week 2024
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Expert group for ERC
̶ Workshops for ERC applicants – interactive training, set of three online 

meetings focused on:
Day 1 – feedback on 5 min the presentation of project idea and applicant's CV 
and track record
Day 2 -  evaluation of successful proposal from the scientific domain of 
applicant´s preference
Day 3 – individual presentations of B1 and discussion with members of Expert 
Group and other ERC evaluators

- Mock interviews - for applicants in 2nd stage of evaluation

https://www.horizontevropa.cz/en/he-programme-structure/excellent-science/european-research-council/information/yiifnews/2288
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Tips



EU Funding and Tenders Portal

Grants Week 2024
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Check proposal layout
̶ Page size A4, usual length is max. 10 pages
̶ Minimum font size allowed is 11 points
̶ Avoid hyperlinks (evaluators are usually instructed to ignore them)
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How long does it take to complete the online 
application?
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